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Document A 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Marriage record of John Anspach [Jr.] and Leah Ann Warne 

 
 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Historic Pennsylvania Church 

and Town Records. 
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=2451&h=2022804946&tid=
&pid=&usePUB =true&_phsrc=oEJ3&_phstart=successSource 

 
Frederick J. Anspach’s parents, John Anspach [Jr.] and Leah Ann Warne[r] were married 

on November 12, 1834, at the reformed Church of Willow Grove in Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania. They lived in Northern Liberties at the time. The church record lists the dates 
1810 to 1975, suggesting that the church existed for over a hundred years. 
 

As this church was a reformed church, it is likely that the Anspachs were likely followers 
of the Lutheran or Presbyterian faith. It is interesting that they lived in Northern liberties and 
traveled around 13 miles to be married in Willow Grove. It is possible that either John Jr. or 
Leah was from this part of Montgomery County.  

 



 

Document B 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List of Baptisms at St Matthew's Evangelical Lutheran Church for the year 1842 
 
Ancestry.com. Pennsylvania and New Jersey, Church and Town Records, 1669-2013 [database 

on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011. 
 

Frederick J. Anspach was baptized on December 28, 1842. The parent listed is his father, 
John Anspach [Jr.]. On their records, the church provided the name of the child being baptized, 
the name of the parents, and the date. Anspach was the last baby baptized at this particular 
church in 1842. 

 
It was inferred from the record of Anspach’s parents wedding that the family was likely 

either Lutheran or Presbyterian. Anspach’s baptism took place at a Lutheran church, so it is 
confirmed that they were Lutheran, not Presbyterian.  

 



 

Document C 

 
Hancock Grammar School 

 
J.T. Custis, The Public Schools of Philadelphia: Historical, Biographical, Statistical, Burk & 

McFetridge Company, 1897. 
 

This drawing of Hancock Grammar School appears in J.T. Custis’ 1897 book detailing 
Philadelphia public schools. Hancock Grammar School for Boys, Hancock Grammar School for 
Girls, and Hancock Secondary School are all listed with the same address, but different 
principals. From the image above, the building seems large enough to fit three small schools 
inside of it. There also looks to be a small play area outside in the front yard.  

 
The information that the Anspach brothers went to Hancock comes from their enrollment 

sheet for Central High School. The paper, however, only lists the word “Hancock” under former 
school. It is unclear whether they went to just grammar school, just secondary school, or both.  
  

 



 

 
Document D 

 

Central High School Enrolment Record 
 

Central High School, Forty- First Class Enrollment Records, 1859 
 

The document lists Frederick Anspach and his brother James as students in Central’s 41st 
class. The school was located at Broad and Green streets and the class size was only 124 kids, 
less that ⅕ of the current class size. It also shows that the Anspach’s former school was Hancock, 
a grammar school for boys located at 12th and Fairmount.  

 
A notable thing about this is that the Anspach brothers dropped out after just two 

semesters at Central. A few things can be inferred about that. First of all, it wasn’t as unusual as 
it is today because there 5 others who left the same year they entered on this page of the 
document, Second, why they left the school is unclear. It is likely that they left to go work 
because both James and Frederick were employed until the Civil War started.   

 



 

Document E 

 
1860 US census record 15th Ward Philadelphia 

 
1860 U.S. census, 15th Ward state, John Anspach Anspach pp. 201; digital image, Family 

Search. https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MX58-L57. 13 December 2017 
 
In 1860 the Anspach household was home to John Anspach (Age 50), Louisa [Leah] 

Anspach (Age 52), Caroline Anspach (Age 20), Frederick Anspach (Age 18), James Anspach 
(Age 17). The Anspach family also lived with James Hill, John Fanstock, and Daniel Hutchins, 
as well as a number of Irish people, such as Thos Dealin, Rebecca Foster, Mary Duffy, and 
Bridget McKennan. Frederick as well as both of his parents and all of his siblings were born in 
Pennsylvania. 
 

It can be inferred that the three Pennsylvania men who lived in the Anspach house were 
boarders, while it is likely that the Irish man and women were likely live in servants as was 
common at the time. This suggests that the Anspach family was quite wealthy and lived in a 
large enough home to fit this many people.  

 



 

 
 

Document F 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1861 Philadelphia directory listing 
 
“McElroy's Philadelphia City Directory.” McElroy's Philadelphia City Directory, by Orrin 

Rogers and Archibald McElroy, A. McElroy & Co., 1861, p. 18. 

This document notes that Frederick J. Anspach worked alongside his brother James 
Anspach as a clerk in the year 1861. Frederick’s father, John Anspach Jr. worked as a merchant 
alongside his third son Charles E. Anspach for the wholesale dry goods company Reed & Co. 
The directory lists Anspach’s residence at 858 N. Broad, where he lives with his brother and 
father. Their company was located at 237 Chestnut. 

It can be inferred that at age 19, Anspach and his brother James still lived with their 
parents and siblings at home and did not attend a college or trade school. The third brother, 
Charles E. Anspach, lives at 1527 Arch St. and is likely older than Frederick and James. This is 
the only time Reed & Co. has been mentioned. It can be reasoned that the Anspach men were 
very close and often worked together in their various occupations. 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Document G 

McElroy’s Philadelphia City Directory listings 
 

“McElroy's Philadelphia City Directory.” McElroy's Philadelphia City Directory, by Orrin 
Rogers and Archibald McElroy, A. McElroy & Co., 1861, p.1325 and 1332. 
 
Frederick J. Anspach’s father, John Anspach Jr. was a trustee for the savings fund and 

life insurance company, American Life and Trust. The company office was located on the corner 
of Southeast Walnut Street and 4th Street. The company was incorporated in 1850, with a 
perpetual charter and a capital of $500,000, which is approximately fifteen million dollars in 
today’s money. 

It can be inferred that John Anspach Jr. was a trusted by the public, as many had chosen 
the company that he worked for to purchase insurance from. The amount of capital that this 
company had as well as their use of a directory advertisement suggests that they were likely 
successful and well known throughout Philadelphia. This all implies that John Anspach Jr. had a 
reputable occupation and the Anspach family had enough resources to provide economic security 
for their children.  

 



 

 

Document H 

 

List of Enrolled soldiers in the 15th Pennsylvania Cavalry 

Roll of the 160th Regiment, 15th Cavalry; Volume 13: 160th-171st, 188th, 190th-192nd 
Regiments, (3 years service and 9 month Militia, September 1862-March 1865), p. 41; 
Registers of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-1865; Records of the Department of Military 
and Veterans' Affairs, Record Group 19; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission, Pennsylvania State Archives, Harrisburg.  

Anspach enlisted in Pennsylvania’s 160th Regiment, 15th Cavalry, Company D of the 
Union army. He was enrolled on August 18th, 1862 as a private by Captain William Jackson 
Palmer in Philadelphia. Four days later, on August 22nd, 1862, he was called into service in 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania by Captain George G. Hastings.  

Because Anspach decided to join the Union Army before the Enlistment Act of 1863, it 
can be inferred that he was ready, willing, and able to serve his country. At the young age of 20, 
he still needed parental permission to enlist. This proves that he was excited to join the cause and 
support the Union army.   

 



 

 

Document I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15th Cavalry Regiment-160th Pennsylvania Volunteers-Company D 

 Bates, Samuel P. History of the Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-65, Harrisburg, 1868-1871 

Anspach fought alongside the Union in the Civil War, serving almost a year in the 15th 
Cavalry Regiment. Anspach had dropped out of high school in 1859, presumably to enlist in the 
military. Anspach joined the regiment on August 22, 1862, and was discharged on February 11, 
1863, around the age of 21.  

Anspach was probably discharged due to an injury that the could have attained during the 
Confederate raids in Philadelphia, which took place just months before his discharge. As he lived 
a fairly long life, the illness or injury sustained, was probably not significant.  

 



 

 

Document J 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

List of the miners and production of the Mahanoy Region 1864 
 

Daddow, Samuel Harries., and Benjamin Bannan. Coal, Iron, and Oil, or, The Practical 
American Miner: a Plain and Popular Work on Our Mines and Mineral Resources, and a  
Textbook or Guide to Their Economical Development ... Published by B. Bannan, 1866. 
 
F. J. Anspach & Co., the Anspach family business, produced 22,141 tons of coal in 1864. 

The company was ranked number twenty two in coal produced out of the thirty two companies 
listed. It is important to also recognise that C. Garretson is among the companies listed. 

 
The maiden name of Frederick J. Anspach’s wife, Frances V. Anspach, was Garretson. It 

can be inferred that she too, came from a family in the coal industry. The C. Garretson coal 
company produced 11, 275 tons of coal, only half of F. J. Anspach & Co., suggesting that 
Garretson coal was not a major competitor for the Anspach family company.  

 



 

 
Document K 

 
 

 
1864 IRS Tax Assessment 

 
Ancestry.com. U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 

Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 
2008.https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=1264&h=8431627&tid 
=&pid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=oEJ4&_phstart=successSource 
 
This is the IRS record of Frederick Anspach’s father John Anspach Jr.’s Income tax from 

the year 1864. His income is valued at $19,636 which is approximately 300,000 US dollars 
today. The rate of tax was 5 percent, meaning John Anspach Jr. owed the government $981.75 in 
taxes. 

 
At this point in time Frederick was twenty two years old. John Jr. worked for the family 

railroad business, which in this year held the name F. J. Anspach and Co. The Anspachs were 
wealthy and successful businessmen judging from John Jr.’s income.  

 



 

 
 

Document L 

 
 
 

 
List of contributions from coal companies to the Union army 

 
F.B. Wallace, Memorial of the patriotism of schuylkill county in the american slaveholders 

rebellion: Embracing a complete list of the names of all the volunteers from the county 
during the war, patriotic contributions by the citizens ..., Civil War unit histories: Union – 
MidAtlantic, B. Bannan, 1865. 
https://books.google.com/books?id=3QlsQGCugpkC&dq=%22f.j.+anspach+%26+co%2
2&source=gbs_navlinks_s  

 
 

The Anspach family coal and railroad business, F. J. Anspach & Co. donated  25 cars of 
coal, worth $828.00, to the Union Army in 1865. It is also important to note that the employees 
of F. J. Anspach & Co., who included many of the Anspach relatives, donated $141.51 to the 
cause as well. 

 
It can be inferred that the Anspach family was a strong supporter of the Union cause, 

even after the 1863 when the cause of the war turned to abolition of slavery.  This donation came 
after Frederick J. Anspach had been discharged from the army. It is possible that he cared greatly 
about the cause and when he could no longer serve, as he had been discharged on a surgeon's 
certificate, he decided to contribute with a monetary contribution.  

 



 

 
 

Document M 

 

 
Notice of Dissolution and Copartnership 

 
Press, 3 Mar. 1865, p. 4. Readex: America's Historical Newspapers, 

infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/doc?p=EANX&docref=image/v2:113431CC81F7E8
00@EANX-14F8ED36962E3130@2402299-14F1A67A957CAFC8@3-14F1A67A957C
AFC8@.  
 
On March 1, 1865, the firm F. J. Anspach & Co. was dissolved “by mutual consent.” The 

company employed JNO. [John] Anspach Jr., F. J. Anspach, and James Anspach. By March 10 
1865, a co partnership was formed with Chas. [Charles] E. Anspach.  Soon thereafter, on July 31, 
1865, the business was renamed Anspach & Bros. when their father John Anspach Jr. left the 
business. The business was the mining and shipment of coal. The office was located at 324 
Walnut Street. 

 
The Anspach men worked together in a number of business ventures. This document 

notes that Charles E. Anspach was not originally involved in the family rail and coal company 
and that John Anspach Jr. retired in the year 1865. The fact that this dissolution occurred “by 
mutual consent” suggests that John Jr., Frederick, and James were on the same page with their 
business philosophy.  

 



 

Document N 

 
 

The Press, Olympic vs Camden, August 5, 1866 
 

The Daily Age, Olympic vs Camden, June 21, 1866 
 

The Press, Olympic vs Excelsior 1866 
 

The above are three excerpts from Newspaper reports of the Philadelphia Olympic 
Baseball Club, the oldest baseball team in the country. The articles, spanning from June to 
September, 1866, all list a first baseman named Anspach. Another interesting thing is the score 
lines of the games which range from 24-25, 17-26, and 41-14. This demonstrates huge change 
between the version of baseball played in Anspach’s day and the modern game.  

 
While no first name is given for Anspach, it can be inferred that the player was either 

Frederick or his brother James. First, this Anspach family is the only Philadelphia based Anspach 
listed. Second, in his book Baseball in Philadelphia: A History of the Early Game, John Shriffert 
writes that the average age of the Olympic players was 25, many if them had attended Central 
High School, and many were from wealthy Philadelphia families. Frederick would have been 24 
in 1866 while James would have been 23. Both attended Central High School and the Anspach’s 
were wealthy and respected in Philadelphia society.  

  

 



 

Document O 

 
 

1870 US Census 
 

"United States Census, 1870," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-67K9-BGB?cc=1438024&wc=92KC-WQ
J%3A518666601%2C519712501%2C519986901 : 22 May 2014), Pennsylvania > 
Northumberland > Shamokin > image 16 of 172; citing NARA microfilm publication 
M593 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.). 
 
In 1870, Frederick Anspach (birth year in this document is incorrect) lived in Shamokin 

County, Pennsylvania with his wife Frances ‘Fannie’ Anspach, who maintained the house and 
his oldest daughter Mary. A thirteen year old girl named Eliza Howard also lived in their 
household as a domestic servant who was born in Philadelphia, but her parents were immigrants. 
The estate was valued at 4,000 dollars, about 80,000 dollars in today’s money. 

 
The Anspachs were wealthy enough to have a estate away from Philadelphia and to hire 

Eliza Howard as a domestic servant. Anspach worked in Shamokin County in the coal and water 
industry. His occupation changed frequently, meaning that his wealth did not come from making 
his name in any particular industry.  

 



 

 
 

 

Document P 

An excerpt from the social section of the Shamokin Herald, reprinted in the Sunbury American 
 
Sunbury American. (Sunbury, Pa.), 20 May 1871. Chronicling America: Historic American 

Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026403/1871-05-20/ed-1/seq-3/> 

 
While the Anspach family stayed in Shamokin County, a trap door near Anspach’s well 

gave in and a girl working on the property fell through on May 16, 1871. The well is listed as 
being 15 feet deep with 4 feet of water at the bottom. Though she fell quite far, the girl was 
unharmed. It can be inferred that the girl was Eliza Howard, the Anspach’s live in domestic 
servant at their Shamokin property. 

 
Anspach’s family had servants when he was a child and he hired his own when he got 

older. At this time, it was expected that people of his social class had hired help working. The 
property was quite large, so it is to be expected that there were servants employed. However, 
Anspach was so meticulous about everything that it slightly surprising the trap door was 
unlocked, allowing the girl to fall through. It is unknown if this is the same well he did 
construction in 1891. That well was listed at 72 feet deep in 1889, so if it his, he had to have 
done more construction before then.   

 



 

 
Document Q 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History of Northumberland County Pennsylvania 

Bell, Herbert C., and J. J. John. History of Northumberland County, Pennsylvania. Brown, Runk 
& Co., 1891. 

As of October 1868, Anspach was the superintendent of the Shamokin Coal Company. 
Around that time, the company built a breaker, a type of coal processing plant, at Hickory 
Swamp. Anspach was also a corporator of the Shamokin Water Company, which was established 
August 7, 1872 with a $100,000 starting capital (just over $2 million today). Anpach was elected 
to the board of directors two days later on August 9 and chosen to be secretary later that month 
on August 23. Due to his experience as an engineer, everything built was overseen by him. This 
includes a reservoir on the Trout Run stream that, in 1873, provided running water to the people 
of Shamokin for the first time.  

From this document, it can be inferred that Anspach had quite a lucrative career before he 
turned thirty. His death certificate lists his age as 62 years and 11 months as of June 1905, 
making his birth month May. In October 1868, he was the superintendent of a company at just 
26. Five years later at age 30, he was elected to be secretary and head engineer. Anspach must 
have done some other incredible things prior to joining this company to be chosen for these 
high-level position at such a young age.   

 



 

 

Document R 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An 1873 report form the board of examiners 
 

REPORTS OF THE INSPECTORS OF MINES OF THE ANTHRACITE COAL REGIONS OF 
PENNSYLVANIA: for ... the Year 1873 (Classic Reprint). Benjamin Singerly, State 
Printer; Harrisburg, 1873. 
 
In April of 1873, Frederick J. Anspach was appointed to the a board of examiners by 

Schuylkill County Judge Cyrus L. Pershing. He was chosen for his background as a civil 
Engineer. This board was put together to meet annually to select an Inspector of Mines in 
Shamokin County from a list of applicants. 

 
It can be inferred that though Anspach worked sporadically in the coal industry and likely 

did not have a civil engineering degree, this position combined his skills. In order to be 
appointed by a judge to this board, Anspach must have been respected in the coal industry.  

 

 



 

Document S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Documents, Comprising the Department and Other Reports Made to the Senate and 
House of Representatives of Pennsylvania During the Session of 1874.  

 
Pennsylvania, Legislative documents, Comprising the Department and Other Reports Made to 

the Senate and House of Representatives of Pennsylvania During the Session of 1874, v. 
3, State Printer, 1874. 

This is one of the annual reports done by the state to catalogue the work done by various 
companies. Anspach is listed as a member of the board of directors, while not holding a specific 
role. His father and brothers Charles and James are also members. Frederick is the only one 
without a address in Philadelphia. His is instead listed as Shamokin, Northumberland County, 
Pennsylvania. The company was originally called the Elk Lick Coal, Lumber, and Iron Company 
when it was started April 13, 1868, but the name was changed to the Salisbury and Baltimore 
Railroad and Coal Company on February 17, 1871. It started with a $1 million capital, which 
was increased by $500,000 when the name change occured. As of December 10, 1873, the 
company office was at 132 S. Third Street, Philadelphia.  

The different address next to Anspach’s name is most likely the result of the other things 
going on in his career at this time. He must have been extremely busy, as he was on the board of 
directors at this company as well as at the Shamokin Water Company, where he was also head 
engineer. He probably did not live in Philadelphia with his father and brothers because of his 
important position there. 

 

 



 

Document T 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
State report cataloguing all railroad, canal, navigation and telegraph companies for 1877.  

 
United States, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Internal Affairs, Office of the 

Secretary of Internal Affairs. Annual Report of the Secretary of Internal Affairs, Part IV: 
Railroad, Canal, Navigation and Telegraph Companies for the Year 1877. Harrisburg 
State Printer and Binder, 1878.  

 
As of 1877, Anspach was working at the Salisbury and Baltimore Railroad and Coal 

company with a position on the Board of Directors. During that year, the company did no 
construction on either the railroads or coal mines. Like before, members of the board include 
President John Anspach, Secretary and Treasurer Charles E. Anspach, and James Anspach. All 
four men lived at Philadelphia, with John’s residence listed as 132 South Third Street. No 
information is known about the identities of General A.H. Coffroth and Frank T. Wilson.  

 
It can be inferred that the Anspach’s valued family, as the structure of their business 

remained similar throughout the various name changes. From this document, as well as 
information from 1860 census records, it is assumed that Charles is older than Frederick. He has 
a much higher position in the company (both secretary and treasurer) and was not present in the 
Anspach household when Frederick was 18, meaning he had already moved out. It is unclear if 
the listing of “Philadelphia” next to Charles, Frederick, and James’ names means that they all 
lived with their father or simply did not wish to disclose their addresses.  

  

 



 

Document U 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Death Record for Leah A. Anspach 
 
"Pennsylvania, Philadelphia City Death Certificates, 1803-1915," database with images, 

FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6X93-BTP?cc=1320976&wc=9FRQ-L29
%3A1073336101 : 16 May 2014), 004058589 > image 23 of 1218; Philadelphia City 
Archives and Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 
 
Frederick J. Anspach’s mother, Leah A. Anspach died on October 26th, 1877. She was 

born in Bucks County, Pennsylvania but died in Philadelphia at 1733 Chestnut Street. She died at 
the age of sixty nine from ascites. 

 
It can be inferred that she had Frederick when she was thirty four years old. She has no 

listed occupation so it is likely that she maintained the house and took care of her children. She 
was buried in Laurel Hill Cemetery, signifying that her family had enough money to bury her in 
such a desired cemetery.  

 



 

 

Document V 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Mr. Parker Raises a Breeze”  

“Mr. Parker Raises a Breeze” The Philadelphia Inquirer, 12 Mar. 1879. 
 
Frederick Anspach’s uncle, William H. Anspach, was on the board of directors of the 

Pennsylvania Railroad company.  In this article, he is described as using company money to buy 
land from J.W Rhodes, who was given $40,000 for the land, even though William used $98,000 
of company funds to make the purchase.  He is accused of dividing the remaining money up and 
keeping it along with some of his associates.  

 
This is not the only case of corruption found in the Anspach family. This suggests  

that their huge amount of wealth may not have been acquired completely honestly. The 
Anspachs worked in various ventures, likely seeking a way to strike it rich just as the robber 
barons of the day had done.  

 



 

Document W 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anspach’s father goes to court for forging a check 

“The Anspach-Chambersburg Case.” The Times, 5 Mar. 1880 

John Anspach Jr., Frederick Anspach’s father, was charged with forging a check for $2, 
140.90, equating almost $52,000 in US dollars today. This alleged forgery took place in 1877 
between John Anspach and the Chambersburg Savings Fund Association. The judge granted 
Anspach a $1,500 bail ($35, 800 today). 
 

We can infer from this that the Anspachs did not always attain their money honestly and 
were involved in illegal activities to maintain and acquire their wealth. This act was committed 
by Frederick Anspach’s father, but it is likely that other members, such as his siblings and 
himself even, were also involved in illegal activities. This also attests to the how the wealthy the 
family was at the time, they were able to hire good attorneys and pay the posted bail while still 
continuing to prosper in wealth for years to come. 

 



 

 
 

Document X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Anspach was a member of the American Institute of Mining Engineers 
 

American Institute of Mining Engineers. Transactions of the American Institute of Mining 
Engineers. IX, The Institute at the Office of the Secretary, 1881 

 
In 1881, Anspach became a member of the American Institute of Mining Engineers, an 

institute devoted to the promotion of arts and sciences associated with the economic production 
of metals and minerals and the wellbeing of the employees. To be a member, one had to be 
recommended by associates, approved by the council, voted into the company, and then formally 
become a member through paying dues.  

  
The institute was composed of many well respected members. The president of the 

institute, William P Shinn, a Norman Medal winning engineer, had previously worked with 
Thomas M. Carnegie, Andrew Carnegie’s brother and a well known steel manufacturer. Anspach 
had to have been a well respected miner to be a part of an institute of such prestige. He was also 
financially stable enough to pay the required dues for the institute.  

 



 

Document Y 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Institute of Mining Engineers List of Members and Associates 
 
American Institute of Mining Engineers. Transactions of the American Institute of Mining 

Engineers. IX, The Institute at the Office of the Secretary, 1881. 
 

The American Institute of Mining Engineers was a well established organization, which 
despite its name, attracted quite a few international members. Frederick J. Anspach is listed as 
being either a member or associate of the organization. His listed address, presumably his office, 
is located at 132 South Third Street in Philadelphia. 

 
In this year, Frederick was around thirty nine years old. It can be inferred that since his 

brothers are not also listed as members, Frederick may have been the head of the company. 
Judging by the scope of states represented on this list, Anspach was well established among his 
fellow American mining engineers. Due to the number of appearances on this list, Pennsylvania 
seems to be a hotspot for the mining industry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Document Z 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Woodlands Cemetery lot card 

 
Woodlands Cemetery, 4000 Woodland Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19104. Lot card. Photocopy 

provided to authors. 
 
The lot contains the graves of his children Frederick R Anspach, Florence Anspach, the 

unnamed child, and Carrie E. Alexander Anspach, as well as Carrie E.A. Anspach’s son George 
D. Gould. His daughter Florence and another unnamed child died at a young age and were buried 
in the family plot, long before their parents. 

 
It can be inferred that the Anspach family was struck by the loss of two children who 

died at a young age. Their daughter, Florence, was the first to be buried in the family plot. A 
family plot of this size was rather expensive, implying that Frederick Anspach had accumulated 
enough wealth to make this type of purchase.  

 



 

Document AA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anspach renovates his Spring Lake Home 

“Improvements.” The Monmouth Inquirer, 15 May 1884. 

Anspach owned property in the affluent town of Spring Lake, New Jersey where he had 
worked as a civil engineer and surveyor. In the spring of 1884, Anspach made improvements to 
his home in Spring Lake Beach, New Jersey. He had enlarged the size of the house and 
remodeled it as well.  

 
Anspach had helped to lay the groundwork and design the city plan for Spring Lake, New 

Jersey. Falling in love with the city and taking pride in his own handiwork, Anspach bought a 
home in the city. This beach house could have served as a vacation home for him and his family 
to enjoy the beauty and charm of Spring Lake. He could have also used this as a place to stay as 
he did business in New Jersey and keep up with the city he planned. With the large amount of 
wealth he had, Anspach would have had no trouble purchasing another home or making 
substantial changed to it for increased comfort.  

 



 

 

Document AB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Burial record for Carrie Anspach 
 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Historic Pennsylvania 
Church and Town Records 1888 
 

Frederick Anspach’s sister, Carrie Anspach, died on March 19, 1888. She lived at 213 
South Broad Street in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She lived to the age of forty nine, not nearly a 
long life, but much longer than a number of her siblings. 

 
It can be inferred that Carrie Anspach was not married at this time, as she lived with her 

father, John Jr., and brother, John. As was typical at the time, women were married and had 
children by this age. Due to these housing circumstances, it is probable that she lived with her 
father after her divorce (noted in Document AR).  

 



 

 

Document AC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
List of citizens from in and around Philadelphia, along with their addresses 

  
Boyd's Blue Book: The Fashionable Private Address Directory and Ladies Visiting Shopping 

Guide of Philadelphia and Surrounding Areas. Philadelphia, Pa: C.E. Howe Co, 1888. 
 
Boyd’s Blue Book features numerous advertisements alongside “The Names of 20,000  

Prominent Householders Arranged Alphabetically and Classified by Streets.” Above is an 
excerpt from the “name” section which lists F.J. Anspach, as well as his father John and brothers 
Charles E., and James. As of 1888, Anspach’s address was 3830 Locust, close by to Charles at 
3710 Chestnut. James lived with their father at 213 S. Broad, next to the Walnut-Locust subway 
stop. James was only 1 year younger that Frederick, meaning he was still living with his father at 
age 45.  

Although Frederick and Charles’ house are currently a part of the University of 
Pennsylvania campus, they were not at the time. Frederick moved a lot throughout his life, but 
this is the house he remained in until his death in 1905. John and James’ address, though still on 
Broad, is about 1.6 miles away from Charles, Frederick, and James’s childhood home at 858 N. 
Broad. The reason for this move is unknown.  

 



 

Document AD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tontine insurance deal 
 
Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company. Papers Relating to Tontine Insurance: Issued by 

the Connecticut Mutual Life Company. The Case, Lockwood & Brainard Company, 
Printers, 1888. 
 
Anspach was involved in a tontine insurance deal in 1873. He invested an amount of 

$5,000 and, at the end of fifteen years, was set to receive $1,6280 in dividends. However, 
Anspach only recieved $808.50, less than half the amount promised from the policy. 

 
It is probable that Anspach made this investment so that his family would be stable and 

supported in the case of his death. Tontine companies are today considered illegal and it could be 
said that they probably were not a form a honest money in the nineteenth century either.   

 



 

Document AE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Patent for cornet mouthpiece 
 

“Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office.” Official Gazette of the United States Patent 
Office, vol. 42, 1888, p. 51. Issues 6-13. 
 
Charles Meister filed a patent for a mouthpiece for the cornet, a wind instrument similar 

to a trumpet. Frederick J. Anspach bought this patent from Meister. Meister is listed as an 
assignor to Frederick J. Anspach. 

 
It is not entirely clear why Anspach was interested in this patent. It can be inferred that 

Anspach was a bit of an entrepreneur, staking his claim in a variety of businesses. It is likely that 
he was seeking a way to strike it rich, as a number of robber barons did during this time.  

 



 

Document AF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Record of land leased to John Anspach 
 

“Mortgages of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company and the Philadelphia and 
Reading Coal and Iron Company, Dated January 3, 1888.” Mortgages of the Philadelphia 
and Reading Railroad Company and the Philadelphia and Reading Coal and Iron 
Company, Dated January 3, 1888, Allen, 1888, p. 276. 

 
In 1888, Frederick’s brother John Anspach was leased a large plot of land that spanned 

the Butler, Mahanoy, and Union townships of Schuylkill County. By doing so, he gained the 
exclusive right to the mining of anthracite coal. 

 
John Anspach, Frederick’s brother was the president of the Salisbury Rail and Coal 

Company. It is likely that he leased this land to help expand the business in order to transport 
goods to a greater number of patrons.  

 



 

 

Document AG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodbury water system 

“Woodbury.” The Times, 27 Jan. 1889. 

Anspach proposed a plan for an application of a water system to the Woodbury City 
Council. This would supply water to the city at ten thousand gallons a day.  Woodbury is a town 
in New Jersey just south of Camden. 

Anspach used his talents in the engineering field to bring resources to many places. It 
seems as if his time in New Jersey was not limited to working on just Spring Lake but also other 
places in the city. Anspach’s plan could have supplied the city with a substantial amount of 
water, although the cost of said application was still unknown.  

 



 

Document AH 

Gravestone of John Anspach 
 

“John Anspach.” Find A Grave, www.findagrave.com/memorial/155349840. 
 

 
Frederick J. Anspach’s brother, John Anspach died on April 12, 1890 at the age of forty 

five. He was buried at the Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His headstone is 
small and modest.  
 

Frederick worked alongside his brother John at the Salisbury Rail and Coal company. It 
can be inferred that John’s death at such a young age would have been difficult for Frederick to 
deal with, though he had already dealt with the loss of two of his children.  

 



 

Document AI 

 

Geological survey done by the state of New Jersey 

Geological Survey of New Jersey and 1863-1915 New Jersey. Geological survey, Annual report 
of the state geologist for the year 1891, 1892. p. 220, 230, and 231 

 

Although noted as living in Philadelphia, Frederick Anspach was the owner of a powerful 
well in Sewell, New Jersey that was 420 feet deep and could pump 1,500 gallons in just one 
hour. Between 1889 and 1891, he deepened the well from 72 feet to 420 feet. The report was 
published with about a page of detailed notes that Anspach took about the state of the soil. He 
noted everything from the types of rock to their colors and depth. He also provided information 
on exactly how he did the construction as well as the results of experiments designed to make 
sure the well was working properly and the water was safe to drink.  

Anspach was very meticulous and passionate about his work. He provided the state with 
much more information than any of the other property owners were willing to disclose. The state 
worker who recorded this also noted how kind Anspach was to do this, as well as his cheerful 
nature when speaking about his work.   

 



 

Document AJ 

NJ Supreme Court, Anspach v. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Spring Lake 
 
New Jersey Supreme Court. “Anspach v. Spring Lake.” Reports of Cases Argued and 

Determined in the Supreme Court And, at Law, in the Court of Errors and Appeals of the 
State of New Jersey, vol. 58, Soney and Sage, 1897, p. 136. 

 
In 1895, the Borough of Spring Lake, New Jersey sued  Frederick J. Anspach on the 

grounds that he had violated “An act to Authorize Boroughs To Order and Regulate the 
Construction of Sidewalks.” The claim was that because Anspach had laid a sidewalk in front of 
his property and had not adequately paid the expenses to the city, he was in violation of the law. 
The court eventually ruled against him and ordered him to pay an appropriate sum.  

 
There are a few things to note about this case. First, it is unknown how much money 

Anspach was ordered to pay. Second, it demonstrates a pattern of corruption in the family. 
Frederick’s uncle, father, and son were all arrested for major white collar crimes.  
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Anspach agrees that Spring Lake should remain undisturbed 

 
Borough vs. Corporation.” Asbury Park Press, 4 June 1896. 

 
In the summer of 1896, citizens of Spring Lake, New Jersey were angry at the erection of 

two buildings at the head of the lake. Claiming that the  buildings ruined the view, they waited 
on the town council or a private company to take action. The superintendent of the Spring Lake 
and Sea Gert Company said that the buildings were to remain. Frederick Anspach had been the 
one to initially survey the lands of Spring Lake and was the superintendent of the Spring Lake 
Beach Improvement Company, yielding absolute power over the lands of Spring Lake. When he 
sold the lands to surrounding companies, he did so with the understanding that they would 
remain “vacant, unobstructed, and dedicated to the free use of the public”.  

 
Anspach probably took great pride in the city he surveyed and cared for it very much. 

After spending so much time there and even buying personal property there, he must have fallen 
in love with the charm of Spring Lake and its citizens. He strongly believed that the land near the 
lake was for the people and that it should remain undisturbed to preserve the natural beauty 
already present and keep the citizens content. He stood with the citizens and agreed that the 
buildings should be removed.  

 



 

Document AL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Anspachs held a reception at their home 

“Tete-a-Tete.” The Times, 10 Jan. 1896. 

In 1896, Frederick Anspach and his wife Frances hosted an “attractive reception” at their 
Philadelphia home. This is from an announcement in The Times newspaper society section.  

Given their wealth and status, the Anspach’s would have thrown large, grand receptions. 
These functions could have contained a number of important contacts, such as business 
associates, on the guest list. These parties could have served as a form of entertainment and 
social gathering full of family and friends for the Anspachs but also as a way for them to expand 
and form new alliances to boost their wealth.   
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Anspach was renting out his home 

“Rent or Sale.” The Philadelphia Inquirer, 19 Apr. 1896. 

In 1896, Anspach began to rent out his home in Sewell, Gloucester County, New Jersey. 
The house was modern for it’s time and fully furnished with twelve rooms. It was located near 
the city and station, allowing access to the town. Anspach’s address is listed here as 134 South 
Third Street. 

Anspach probably rented out his New Jersey during the time where he was not away 
working or spending time there. Renting out his home allowed for him to keep the home in use 
while making money off of it as well. Anspach was a very wealthy man with many properties so 
he may have had other places out for rent as well to make more money.  

 



 

 

Document AN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt from the social section of a local newspaper 

"Society." Philadelphia Inquirer, vol. 138, no. 128, 8 May 1898, p. 29. Readex: America's 
Historical Newspapers,infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/readex/doc?p=EANX&docref 
=image/v2:110C9BFA1F116650@EANX-1146788E28CA7970@2414418-11467893CC
849318@28-114678A515929D10@Society.  

 
The week of May 8th, 1898, Anspach and his family took a vacation to their house in 

Sewell, New Jersey. He went with his wife Frances, and children Frank R. (Frederick Rea) and 
Mary L. (Mary Leah). They were ages 24 and 32, respectively.  

 
This document further reinforces the estimate of his wealth. The fact that Anspach owned 

a summer home shows that he was quite rich. Another document in which Anspach is trying to 
sell the house describes the grounds in greater detail.   
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Anspach rents out a farm in Sewell 
 

“Farm for Rent.” The Monmouth Inquirer, 2 Mar. 1905. 
 

In 1905, Anspach was renting out his farm in Sewell, New Jersey. He was looking for 
potential farmers who were responsible and capable of tending to his farm. The farm estate 
included a nine room house, barns, and animal sheds. He stated that the farm was in good 
condition and in close proximity to Camden. His address is listed as 134 South 3rd Street. 

 
His Sewell farm is another addition to the many properties Anspach had in his 

possession. It was likely he spent some time on his farm while he stayed in New Jersey but often 
hired others to tend to the farm and engage in the more laborious tasks. This ad was posted just 
months before Anspach’s death in June. It is likely that he was no longer able to maintain a farm 
as well as he could have in his current age and state.   

 



 

Document AP 

Death certificate for Frederick J. Anspach 

"Pennsylvania, Philadelphia City Death Certificates, 1803-1915," database with images, 
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JF3Y-7Q6 : 8 March 2018), 
Frederick Jerrmiah Anspach, 21 Jun 1905; citing cn 14605, Philadelphia City Archives 
and Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia; FHL microfilm 1,023,284. 
 
This document provides details on Anspach's death as well as his occupation and 

residence. He was listed as a “civil engineer” and that his residence at the time of his death was 
3830 Locust Street, where he presumably lived with his wife and children. The cause of his death 
was said to be “chronic myocarditis- general arteriosclerosis/ chronic interstitial nephritis and 
rheumatic gout” at the age of 62. 

  
It can be inferred that these illnesses have been affecting him for some time and that his 

death was not abrupt. Brooke M. Anspach was probably a relative of Anspach who found the 
body and declared him dead. Under the assumption that Brooke M. Anspach is a member of the 
family, it can be inferred that the Anspachs were wealthy enough to provide higher education for 
their children.  

 



 

 

Document AQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Obituary for Frederick J. Anspach 

 
“Eastern General and Personal Notes.” The Black Diamond, vol. 34, no. 1, 7 Jan. 1905, p. 36. 

 
Anspach worked as a coal operator in Somerset County of Pennsylvania. He had been 

sick for a number of years before his death in 1905 at the age of sixty three. He was also known 
for his work in the Philadelphia coal industry.  

 
It can be inferred that Anspach was very much involved in his family’s coal business due 

to the recognition of his life in this coal industry journal. It is interesting that he was most 
notable for his work in the coal industry rather than his work as a civil engineer (see “Spring 
Lake: Images of America”).  

 



 

Document AR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Will and Probate of Frederick J. Anspach 

 

Pennsylvania probate record; Probate Place: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Wills, No 1299-1321, 
1905. p. 1. 

 

In his original will, Anspach left $3,000 to his son, $1,000 to his brother Charles, and 
$300 to Mae Thurlow James of Sewell, New Jersey. The connection between them is unknown. 
He also left his brother James $1,700 to “dispose of” as quickly as possible, following directions 
written in sealed letter. Finally, he asks that the education of his grandson, George Douglass 
Gould, be paid for. The remainder of the will concerns the selling of his various properties. 

 
Frederick’s daughter Mary was one of his heirs. When she died, her will left her estate to 

her sister Edythe [also Carrie Edith]. When Edythe died, her will left her estate to her sister Mary 
who has already passed away, and therefore, the property went to Edythe’s adopted daughter 
Marion Karr. Karr was adopted after Frederick J. had died and the court was deciding whether or 
not Karr was one of Frederick J.’s “‘heirs at law.’” Karr believed that she deserved two thirds of 
the estate. The family came to a conclusion on April 24, 1961, giving the $123,590.00 estate to 
Anspach’s two grandsons, with $28,500 to Karr.  

 
Wills in the Anspach family were often debated in court. The turnover of Frederick J.’s 

property and money often involved complicated questions of legality. It can be inferred that the 
Anspachs had a complicated history with money and family relations. The money given to James 
was especially suspicious.   

 



 

 

Document AS 

 

Excerpts from Frederick J. Anspach’s Antietam 
 

“Antietam.” History of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry: Which Was Recruited and 
Known as the Anderson Cavalry in the Rebellion of 1861-1865, University Publications 
of America, 1992, pp. 30–38. 
 
The selection of excepts above come from a 20 page long essay written by Frederick J. 

Anspach about the events leading up to and directly following the battle of Antietam. He 
divulges that the Anderson troop, which was the nickname for the Pennsylvania Fifteenth 
Cavalry D unit, was in absolutely no condition to go into battle. Most men had not received 
Uniforms, boots, or guns, and the troop lacked a commissioned officer. During the battle itself 
(the second excerpt) Anspach talks about seeing the movements of infantry and large numbers or 
wounded with surgeons working. He also met with an old friend during the battle and they talked 
about their childhood.  

 
Frederick Anspach enrolled in the military just months before the battle and left shortly 

afterwards. This was likely the only combat he ever saw and thus it was easy for him to recall 
clearly the events of the day. It is unknown when this was written but it was published in 1906, 
one year after his death.   
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“Burglars Three Had Own Way at Sewell.”  
 

“Burglars Three Had Own Way at Sewell.” The Philadelphia Inquirer, 10 Apr. 1907. 
 
While on a stay in Philadelphia, Anspach’s son’s property in Sewell was robbed by three 

men, two years after the death of Frederick J. Anspach. The men took a great deal of Anspach’s 
belongings, the goods estimating to be worth about one thousand dollars. Many valuable items 
and silverware were also stolen. Frank Clayton, who was also robbed, was married to Anspach’s 
daughter, Mary. 

 
Anspach was wealthy enough to own more than one property and live comfortably in 

each one. His Sewell home may have served as both a vacation home and a place to stay while 
he did business in New Jersey, as it was only an hour away from Spring Lake. Anspach’s home 
was probably kept in the family and passed down to his children, as shown by Frederick Rea’s 
stay there in 1910.   

 



 

Document AU 

 

 
Gravestone of Charles E. Anspach 

 
 
“Charles E. Anspach.” Find A Grave, www.findagrave.com/memorial/159829320. 
 
 

Frederick J. Anspach’s older brother Charles E. Anspach was born on October 11, 1836. 
He died at the age of seventy one on November 10, 1907. He was buried in the scenic Laurel Hill 
Cemetery in Philadelphia where his parents and many of his siblings were also buried.  

 
It can be inferred that Frederick and Charles were very close as brothers. As both brothers 

were born, worked and were buried in Philadelphia, it is likely that they saw each other often. 
Charles’ gravestone is much smaller than Frederick’s, so he may not have been as wealthy.  
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Frances V. Anspach faints in court 
 

“Women Faints In Court.” Trenton Evening Times, 23 June 1908. 
 

Frances V. Anspach, the wife of Frederick J. Anspach, fainted in court during the case of 
her daughter, Carrie Edith Gould, and Timothy Hurley. The suit was over property in Spring 
Lake that Anspach left to his daughter in his will but had also been signed off to Mr. Hurley.  

 
The stress and anxiety of the court case combined with the summer heat caused Mrs. 

Anspach to faint. It was probably difficult for her to watch her daughter to fight for what was left 
by her late husband. In place of mourning over her husband after his death, she and her family 
had to also take part in legal cases, it’s effect still present three years later after Anspach’s 
passing.  

 



 

Document AW 
 

 
Atlantic Reporter article about the fraudulent conveyances of Anspach’s deed to C.E. Gould.  

 
The Atlantic Reporter. Vol. 73, St. Paul West Publishing Company, 1909. pp. 130-132. 

 
Anspach owned eight properties in Spring Lake, New Jersey. Before his death, he wrote a 

deed granting this land to his daughter Carrie Edith Gould, verbally promising this as well. 
Anspach had been in the process of selling this land to Timothy Hurley in his daughter’s benefit, 
but due to unpaid taxes, there was a lien on this property. Ms. Gould did not remember signing a 
deed handing over property to Hurley, but it was found that she had, in fact, signed the deed. 

 
The inheritance process of Anspach’s property was not a smooth process. He had 

invested some of his money in properties in New Jersey, which he gave to his children in his 
deed, but continued to manipulate without their direct involvement. Anspach owed a debt on 
these properties and it can be inferred that due to his wealth, this was not caused by a lack of 
funds. 
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Frederick Rea Anspach arrested  in 1912 
 
“Arrested on Serious Charge.” The Republic, 8 Aug. 1912. 
 

Frederick Rea Anspach, son of Frederick J. Anspach, was arrested for embezzlement and 
forgery in 1912. He gave a $500 bail to appear in Somerset for a hearing but then cancelled it 
and moved the hearing to September. Frederick Rea had been associated with Smith, Meyers, & 
Co., a coal company, and had troubles with them for some time. Smith, Meyers, &Co. had been 
operating a coal tract owned by the Anspachs but troubles in management lead to problems 
between the two.  

 
It appears that Frederick Rea remained in the family business of coal mining as well as 

getting involved in illegal affairs. After Anspach’s death, his son still was involved in coal 
mining and, following problems that arose with the business, had to commit acts of 
embezzlement and forgery to maintain the business, just like his father and grandfather had done 
before him.  

 



 

Document AY 

 

Sheriff collects $46,500 from Anspach 
 
“Sheriff Instructed to Collect.” The Republic, 13 Mar. 1913. 
 

A sheriff will was ordered by Judge Ruppel to collect $46, 500 ($1,179,441.97 today) 
from Anspach in the case of Frederick J. Anspach v. the Salisbury & Baltimore Railroad and 
Coal Company. This states that Anspach had owned a large amount of land in Somerset, New 
Jersey. 

 
This collection was issued eight years after the death of Anspach, meaning his family and 

children had to have paid for it. Among the various ventures of careers that Anspach took part in, 
it seems as though coal and railroads were among the most important, especially considering his 
family members involvement in the coal business. He was involved with the coal business until 
his death, with remnants of it still present after his passing as well. The  Salisbury & Baltimore 
Railroad and Coal company was a company of which his father and brother were also members 
of. For this case to erupt, something must have had to wrong possibly in management or perhaps 
financially between Anspach and the company. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Document AZ 

 

 

 

Frances V. Anspach dies 
 

“Died.” The Philadelphia Inquirer, 4 May 1916. 
 

Frances V. Anspach, the wife of Frederick J. Anspach, dies on May 3, 1916. She died at 
the age of 67. Her funeral services were held at the Oliver H. Bair building at 1820 Chestnut 
Street. Her husband had died a number of years prior to her own death. 

 
Thirteen years after the death of her husband, Frances V. Anspach died. Her funeral 

services were held at the Oliver H. Bair building, a fairly new funeral home. With the wealth of 
the family, it was likely that her services were well planned out. In attendance there could have 
been associates from the coal and railroads businesses and contacts from her and her husbands 
time in New Jersey in addition to close family and friends.  

 



 

Document BA 

 
 

 
 

Gravestone of James Anspach 
 
“James Anspach.” Find A Grave, www.findagrave.com/memorial/155350011. 
 

Frederick J. Anspach’s younger brother James Anspach died on February 6, 1917. He 
was buried in one of Philadelphia’s oldest and most esteemed cemeteries, the Laurel Hill 
Cemetery. This was also where his parents and a number of his siblings were buried.  

 
It can be inferred that Frederick and James were very close as brothers. They both 

attended Central High School together and worked together at Salisbury Rail and Coal. Since 
James’ gravestone is much smaller than Frederick's it is likely that he may not have been as 
wealthy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Document BB 

 

Certificate of Death for Mary A. Anspach 

Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission; Pennsylvania, USA; Pennsylvania, Death 
Certificates, 1906-1965; Certificate Number Range: 062251-065500 
 
Frederick J. Anspach’s older sister Mary Anspach passed away on June 12, 1918 at the 

old age of seventy nine years, ten months and twenty six days. The cause of death was acute 
plastic pleurisy with a contributing factor of chronic interstitial nephritis. She was buried on June 
14, 1918 at Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia.. 
 

Mary Anspach died at the ripe old age of seventy nine, making her the longest living 
sibling in her family. Like Frederick J. Anspach’s parents and many of his siblings, Mary was 
buried at the beautiful, riverside Laurel Hill Cemetery. It can be inferred that the Anspach family 
took proper burial very seriously as both the Laurel Hill and Woodlands Cemeteries were two of 
Philadelphia’s grandest cemeteries during the Gilded Age.  

 



 

Document BC 

 
World War I draft card for Frederick Rea Anspach 

 
Original data: United States, Selective Service System. World War I Selective Service System 

Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration. M1509, 4,582 rolls. Image from Family History Library microfilm. 
 
Frederick Rea Anspach was drafted into the military at the age of forty four, on 

September 9, 1918. This was the very end of World War I. At the time, he lived at 5919 Webster 
Street. He was a tall, white man with a medium build, brown eyes and grey hair. He was married 
to a woman named Effie Anspach. He was self employed as a coal operator and civil engineer in 
Somerset County Pennsylvania. 

 
It can be inferred that Frederick Rea did not spend a long time in the military, as the war 

ended in November of the same year. Frederick Rea also likely carried on his father’s business, 
continuing to work in the same field. 
  

 



 

Document BD 

 
Application to the Sons of the American Revolution completed by Marshall Reid Anspach 1952 

 
Ancestry.com. U.S., Sons of the American Revolution Membership Applications, 1889-1970 

[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011. 
 

The document above is an application for membership into the Pennsylvania chapter of 
the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. To get in, one must list their 
ancestors, building up to one who participated in the Revolutionary War. On his application, 
Marshall cited his great-great-great-grandfather, John Adam Anspach, who was a Sergeant in 
1776 and then again between 1780 and 1781. Because he was also Frederick’s great-grandfather, 
the others listed between John Adam and Luther Wolff provide valuable information concerning 
people directly related to Frederick.  

 
Marshall Reid Anspach was Frederick’s first cousin twice removed. He was very 

interested in history, as seen from this application, as well as in his extensive contributions to 
Glenna James Mosgrove’s book, Rinehart Descendants of Johann Georg And Eliza Margretha 
Reinhard, 1752-1954: Allied Families of Anspach, Cox, Dimm, James, Pfoutz, Tibbens, Ulsh. All 
though the connections may seem distant, the family as a whole was quite close. Marshall’s 
second cousin once removed was Dr. Brooke Melanchthon Anspach, the physician listed on 
Frederick’s death certificate. The fact that most people lived in and around Philadelphia most 
likely contributed to this facet of their relationship.  
 

 

 


